[Morphological response to therapy of breast carcinoma].
Neoadjuvant chemotherapy has been extended to earlier stages of breast carcinoma in order to increase the rate of breast conservation by downstaging. Tumour regression can be observed in up to 80% of the cases and the chemosensitivity of the individual tumour can be studied in vivo. Moreover therapy induced regression has been established as an independent prognostic parameter. Characteristic effects of chemotherapy include reduction in cell number, fibrosis, vacuolization of cytoplasm and increased nuclear pleomorphism. Grading, typing and immunohistochemical properties of the carcinomas remain unchanged in the majority of cases. Predictive for the chemosensitivity of tumours are a high nuclear grade, overexpression of Her-2-neu, lack of estrogen receptor expression and lymph node metastases.